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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11.   What are you trying to find? What is the Legal issue?  What are the General Rules of law you need to find?  What are the basic concepts that define the issue?   

[You should be able to write out your legal issue in one or two sentences.  You can come back and edit it as you get more information. Writing it down will help you think through indexing terms, concepts, etc.]                                                                                                                                                                    
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12.   What information do you have about the problem?


•   Do you have any Citation leads?



•  Statutes?   ________________________________________________________

    •  Case(s)?      __________________________________________________________


 
•  Digest Topic & Key Number  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Information? __________________________

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1•   Jurisdiction?

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 13.  Think about the Type of sources that might be helpful.   Where should you start?  How much do  you know about the topic?  

  Starting with an Encyclopedia or Treatise can help to ground you and provide a good introduction to the issues / statutes / cases and how they interrelate. 

 The Library catalog (http://www.lawlib.nyls.edu) will give you a list of treatises, encyclopedias, and other sources.  The catalog will give you the Call Number so that you can find the source in the stacks.  If a source is online, the catalog will give you a link to the database.  (Ask a librarian for help.)


 If you have the name of the source (e.g., New York Jurisprudence), Search by Title



For Example: Title:  

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 If you do not know the name of a book, Search by Keyword




For Example: Keyword:
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 14.    Find the Secondary Sources.   Once you find the source, use the Index to find the sections you should read. What are “good” index terms? Review your issue statement (step 1) & see step 5.  If you listed a statute or a case name in step 2, check the Tables sections to find specific discussion of that case / statute.
 New York Jurisprudence and many treatises have a Table of Statutes & Regulations and a Case Name Table as part of the index.  These tables will tell you where the statute, regulation or cases are discussed in the text.


Encyclopedia Topic:  _______________________________________________________________                                                                                                                     


•  An encyclopedia will give you a good overview and help you identify the controlling statute or leading case to       
   
work from to find more cases.  This is always a great place to start a research project.


•   Take Notes:  Key “terms of art,” cases or statutes mentioned, Digest Topic or Key Numbers listed,     
    
    

references to A.L.R. articles.

 Leading Treatise on the Topic: (Author / Title / Call Number).



____________________________________________________________________________________
 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1•  Check the Treatises link on our web page (under Library Materials) or Ask a Librarian who can guide you to  

     
the “leading” (most helpful) treatise on various subjects.
•  Treatises are written to explain the law and help you gain a better understanding of the rules and issues.     
      

   
They are more in-depth than encyclopedias.  They will help you broaden your understanding of issues.


•  Take Notes:
5.   Identify the individual concepts within the issue that must be discussed in a document  for it to be relevant to your research.  These will be INDEX terms to use in the statutes, digests or other secondary sources.  These terms are also the key to Lexis and Westlaw searching.   Consider the ways in which the concepts might be stated: “terms of art” or “general descriptions.” Think about synonyms and alternative expressions. Keep a running list of new terms of art / concepts that you did not think of initially.  [Remember: First look for the “general rules.” Searches that are too fact-pattern-specific will almost always exclude relevant material.  You may need to argue by analogy or argue from the opposite side of an issue.]
Relevant Concepts 






Synonyms & Alternative Expressions
                                                                                                          ________________________________________

______________________________                                              _______________________________________

______________________________                                              ________________________________________


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 16.    Find More Cases:  KeyCite   /   Shepardize:   Once you find a “good” case:  
a. make sure it is still good law;  
b. determine how subsequent cases have “treated” the court’s reasoning or holding: Followed? Explained? Distinguished? Questioned?  
c. find MORE cases.  These are great case-finding tools.   Note the citations that look interesting / worth investigating?  Remember you can search within the “citing references” for particular words, headnotes, topics, depth of treatment. 

7.  Review your Notes on the Cases and Statutes you have Read.  Edit your Legal Issue. Have you answered all the necessary questions?                                                                                
� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Developing a Research Strategy


Use this form as a checklist for your research and to note the sources you review.  Take notes, keep track of where you have been – where you need to go.  Read all of the steps first. You may not want or need to do them in order.  Expand the sections as you work through your problem.
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