
This concise but comprehensive book engagingly lays out specific answers to 

myriad topical questions about free speech law, and also general explanations of 

how and why the law distinguishes between protected and punishable speech. 

Free Speech provides the essential background for understanding and contributing 

to our burgeoning debates about whether to protect speech with various kinds of 

controversial content, such as hate speech and disinformation: the applicable legal 

tenets and the strongest arguments for and against them.

The book focuses on modern First Amendment law, explaining the historic factors 

that propelled its evolution in a more speech-protective direction - in particular, the 

Civil Rights Movement. It highlights the many cases, involving multiple issues, in which 

robust speech-protective principles aided advocates of racial justice and other human 

rights causes. The book also shows how these holdings reflect universal, timeless 

values, which have been incorporated in many other legal systems, and have inspired 

countless thinkers and activists alike.
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• Provides an original, comprehensive framework for integrating the Supreme 

Court’s many disparate—even inconsistent—free speech rulings into a coherent 

overall scheme

• Lays out and responds to the twelve most important and difficult arguments that 

are commonly raised by members of the public, press, and politicians to challenge 

speech-protective principles of modern First Amendment law

• Highlights essential yet under-appreciated integral interconnections between the 

robust protection of free speech and the robust protection of racial justice and 

other human rights
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