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PUNCH:
Restorative Justice

My Son’s Killer and Me:
Grief, Pain, and the Power

of Forgiveness After a
One-Punch Death

RSVP at www.nyls.edu/ImpactEvent

DATE

Thursday, September 11, 2025
TIME

12:50 p.m.—1:50 p.m.

LOCATION

New York Law School
Events Center, Second Floor
185 West Broadway

New York, NY 10013

SPEAKERS

Professor Susan Abraham (Moderator)
Nicola Fowler (Restorative Justice facilitator)
David Hodgkinson (James' father)

Joan Scourfield (James' mother)

CO-SPONSORS
NYLS Student Organizations Restorative Justice
Student Association and Criminal Law Society
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PUNCH, a new Broadway show, tells the
extraordinary true story of how a single punch
in Nottingham, England, led to a tragic death
and a remarkable transformation. Years after
Jacob's punch caused the death of their son
James, Joan and David—seeking answers
that could help them heal—chose to meet
with Jacob, beginning an unexpected and
profound restorative justice journey.

The play demonstrates how restorative justice
meetings between Jacob and James' parents
transformed their lives in unexpected ways.
Now, the real Joan and David are visiting NYC
to see PUNCH, and they're making a special
stop at NYLS.

Join us for this rare opportunity to hear
directly from Joan Scourfield, David
Hodgkinson, and Nicola Fowler, their
restorative justice facilitator, about why they
needed this meeting and how it changed
them—and Jacob—forever. Professor
Susan Abraham will moderate this
intimate discussion about the profound
impact of restorative justice on their lives.
Audience questions will be welcomed. Light
refreshments will be provided.
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