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Constitutionalism,  
The Rule of Law  
and Democracy:  
A Retrospective on 
Jack Balkin’s Impact

Considerable challenges to the rule of law and 
democracy have surfaced in recent decades. 
These challenges are local in nature, but also 
global in scope and globally interconnected. 
They include threats to electoral integrity, 
judicial independence, and impartiality. One of 
the most significant challenges facing the rule 
of law and democracy is the erosion of trust in 
institutions. Political polarization has exacerbated 
these challenges, as well as disinformation 
campaigns and the rise of authoritarian regimes. 
Democracies can be quashed by armed conflict 
or coups, but they can also be lost through 
a gradual erosion, a term which Jack Balkin 
describes as “constitutional rot.”  Are we 
witnessing a crisis in the United States today? 
Constitutional rot? Join us for a daylong series of 
panels exploring these questions.
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